
IUU Toothfish Facts
Current situation
Illegal, Unregulat ed and Unreport ed (IUU) f ishing for Toot hfish has been reduced by 95% from it s peak in
1997, where boat s f ished inside count ries' wat ers illegally.  Now, IUU fishing for t oot hfish is at  low levels,
and operat es on t he high seas, using gillnet s, and t arget s mainly Ant arct ic t oot hfish. 

2014 saw t he IUU reefer vessel, t he Tiant ai, sink as well as 2 IUU fishing vessels, t he Thunder and Chang
Bai, arrest ed and det ained in Malaysia for many mont hs.  The remaining four known  IUU vessels le  t he
region in March, and did not  ret urn, meaning current  IUU cat ches are at  t he lowest  levels since t his
problem began. 

Current  IUU Toothfish 
vs legal Toothfish catch

Historic
IUU Toothfish
Catch

123%

20%

45%

6%

IUU Toot hfish cat ch peaked in
1997 wit h an est imat e of
32,500 t onnes caught .

There are
now 6

part t ime

At its peak,
there were over
55 vessels IUU
fishing full time
for toothfish

The Coalition of Legal Toothfish Operators
Supporting sustainable toothfish fishing

www.colto.org

@COLTO_Inc

contact@colto.org

Since 2006, t he majorit y of
IUU Toot hfish cat ch has
been Ant arct ic Toot hfish
caught  via gillnet  on t he
High Seas. This is mainly
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